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TOP TEN faces to remember –

 A fresh selection of Australian & New Zealand talent

What has ZAHA HADID been doing in New York?

ENERGY EFFICIENT LIGHTING – we break it down for you

  The embodiment of classic design – LIVING EDGE 

MASSIMO MOROZZI takes us from 1960s Italy to present-day Brazil

 Tides turn at Tokyo Designers Week
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75  TOP TEN – CHRISTOPHER DOYLE: 
“Humour is a huge part of design for me
 and the most satisfying thing is that the 

           document makes people laugh.”
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Balance embodies the vital qualities of life,
     shaped and defined 
    by almost every aspect of the 
world in which we live.
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The accessibility and high visibility of today’s design scene is owed, in part, 
to the internet and a proliferation of design weblogs. These blogs capture a huge 
range of projects, products, ideas and concepts, delivering them to our doorstep on a 
daily basis. The information revolution is well and truly upon us, and has gone a long 
way in exposing design’s greatest minds and masterpieces to the public, the design 
community and us here at DQ. 

This year’s Top Ten really highlights the best of what we’ve seen in the past year. 
These designers’ unique approaches, philosophies, working processes and output have 
brought something new and exciting to the sector. We encourage you to take the time 
to soak up their stories, share in their experiences and find inspiration in their work.

Now in its third year, DQ’s annual Top Ten has 
gained momentum, growing to encompass New 
Zealand’s flourishing design scene. The field 
of Australian and New Zealand talent is rich in 
diversity and always plentiful in supply. Over the 
past year we’ve seen some eye-popping projects, 
exciting concepts, inventive products – all infused 
with plenty of fresh, resourceful ideas.

FEATURES
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Name:  
ILIAS FOTOPOULOS
Company:  
ILIAS
Discipline:  
WALLPAPER, TEXTILES

An inspiring moment: 
Smell of the ocean,  
sound of electronica  
and busy cities 
A defining moment in 
your career: 
Showing at 100% Design 
London; winning the 2008 
Bombay Sapphire Design 
Discovery Award

Name:  
PHOEBE PORTER
Discipline:  
JEWELLER

Your best work: 
‘Folded’ earrings, 2006 
The idea you wish you’d 
come up with: 
LEGO 
An inspiring moment: 
Sight of a tidy workshop 
Your greatest advocate: 
My Mum 
Summed up in  
two words: 
The Bomb

Name:  
CHRISTINA WATERSON 
Discipline:  
ART, OBJECT/
FURNITURE DESIGN, 
EXHIBITION DESIGN, 
ARCHITECTURE

Your best work: 
‘Komodo’ series  
An inspiring moment:
Light effects at dawn  
and dusk 
Your greatest advocate:
Mum. Mum is the best 
Summed up in  
two words: 
The Alchemist

Name:
CHRISTOPHER DOYLE 
Company:
MOON GROUP 
Discipline:
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Your best work:
At the local salad place 
near my work, you design 
your own salads. My 
salad on Monday was 
inspired
Your greatest advocate:
Julian Melhuish
Summed up in  
two words:
The Loudest

Name:
NATHAN 
GOLDSWORTHY
Company:
CONSCIOUS DESIGN
Discipline:
INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

A defining moment in 
your career:
Moving out of my lounge 
and into my studio
The idea you wished 
you’d come up with:
Internal combustion  
Summed up in  
two words:
The Deliberator

Name:
JOOST BAKKER
Company:
JOOST
Discipline:
ARTIST

The idea you wish you’d 
come up with:
Genetically changing  
the humble white carrot 
to orange
An inspiring moment:
Digging a spade into 
the deep, rich, red soil 
surrounding our home
Your best work:
My three girls

Name:
KATE HANNAFORD
Company:
PENTHOUSE MOUSE  
– MOTH DESIGN
Discipline:
INDUSTRIAL,  
INTERIOR DESIGN

Your best work:
PHM Autumn Winter 08
The idea you wished 
you’d come up with:
Roller-skates
A defining moment:
That minute before an 
event opening – the make 
or break minute

Name:
SUZIE STANFORD
Company:
SUZIE STANFORD 
DESIGN
Discipline:
LIGHTING, FURNITURE

Your best work:
A lounge suite 
upholstered in 
a patchwork of 
mismatched, long-
forgotten tapestries
Summed up in  
two words:
The Bowerbird

Name:
PETER HO
Company:
PHOOEY ARCHITECTS 
Discipline:
ARCHITECTURE

Your best work:
Children’s activity centre 
at Skinners Playground
A defining moment in 
your career:
Realising there are many 
great solutions to the 
same problem
The idea you wish you’d 
come up with:
The ‘Jason Recliner’

Name:
TIM WIGMORE
Company:
TIM WIGMORE DESIGN
Discipline:
FURNITURE, INTERIOR, 
OBJECT

A defining moment in 
your career:
Quitting my safe job to 
start my own business
The idea you wish you’d 
come up with:
Buckminster Fuller’s  
‘Fly Eye Dome’
Your best work:
‘Giddyup’
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Ilias Fotopoulos hit the international 
design scene at 100% Design Tokyo in 
2007 and since then has exhibited around 
the world, including at Salone del Mobile 
in Milan and 100% Design in London. 
His ground-breaking textile and wallpaper 
designs have won him not only critical 
acclaim from the design community but 
also a legion of loyal fans who have fallen 
in love with his sensitive and conceptual 
approach. It might seem as though he 
has the world at his feet, but his fairytale 
story has humble beginnings...

Once there was a couple that 
migrated to Australia from Greece with 
a small suitcase and not much else, not 
even a command of the English language. 
They had a son. The mother worked as 
a tailor and seamstress, and she had a 
perfectionist’s eye.

Her son watched with fascination 
the way she would fashion materials 
into garments by hand, creating intricate 
details with painstaking care and passion. 
He wanted to indulge in his own desire 
for design, but was shipped off to law 
school. When his closest friend died, he 
realised that life was to be lived, not to be 
wasted doing something that gave you 
an outwardly respectable life, rather than 
fulfilling your aspirations and desires.
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So he decided to follow his 
heart and began creating textiles and 
wallpapers, the likes of which no one had 
seen before. Not only were they beautiful 
to look at, but they also had a beautiful 
soul, turning traditional design concepts 
inside out. He embraced the results 
of trial and error, chance and accident. 
He bought a Comme de Garçons dress 
because of what it symbolised.

His work excited the Australian 
design and architecture industry. He 
travelled to international design fairs to 
establish business relationships with 
global retailers. 

He lives in the realm between art 
and design, a place where craftspeople 
carry the torch of creativity and refuse to 
produce something just because they’re 
asked: ‘What do you have that’s new?”

His quest is to bring meaning, 
thought and awareness back into design, 
to find inspiration from within, and 
cultivate this philosophy among other 
designers... [Text by Nicky Lobo]

Ilias
(61 2) 9664 3080
info@ilias.com.au
ilias.com.au


